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Football Notebook: 


Football Is Just Around The Corner 6 
Head Football Coach Mike DuBose is preparing to put his first Crimson Tide team onto the field. As 
always, there is mostly optimism in the Bama camp. by Kirk MeNair 


Football Recruiting: 
The Watts Watch Has Begun 9 


Although he is not the only high school prospect in the state of Alabama, he is the most discussed. 
Thats because Tyler Watts, the upcoming senior quarterback at Pelham, is considered one of the na- 
tion’s best, and he's always been an Alabama fan. And there are other prospects to watch, too. 


by Kirk McNair 


Lance Tucker: 

Fifth Year May Be The Charm 12 
Lance Tucker hasn't had much playing time except on special teams in his first four years at Alabama, 
but Bama coaches recognize him as a winner, someone who can help the team at quarterback in his 
final season. by Donald F. Staffo 


Eddie Hunter: 
He’s Got High Hopes For Alabama 14 


Eddie Hunter knows that conventional wisdom has it that Alabama will be weak at linebacker this 
year, but he’s not buying into that theory. He says he and his fellow linebackers have ability and they 
have practice experience at Bama, that it's just a matter of doing it in games. by Kirk McNair 


Shaun Alexander: 
He May Be Nation’s Best Third-Team Back 16 


Shaun Alexander has a huge reputation as he prepares for his second playing season at Alabama, but he 
will begin this year as he did last year, as a third team tailback. However, he considers himself a first 
team player. by Kirk McNair 


New Coaches: 
There’ve Been Some Changes Made 20 


Alabama Athletics Director Bob Bockrath has hired a few head coaches and there have been stalf 
changes elsewhere in the athletics department. However, a couple of big ones did not get away this 
summer. by Donna Fromme 


Another Great Year: 


Baseball Prospers Under Wells 24 
Its no wonder Jim Wells was named national coach of the year. Crimson Tide baseball has been better 
than anyone could have dreamed in Wells’ first three years on the job, by John Barnes 


Academic Update: 


Plenty To Be Pleased About 26 
Alabama's athletes are being graduated at a greater rate than the overall student body and there have 
been numerous academic awards for Bama players. by Donna Fromme 


The Departments 
1997 Football Schedule 6 
Scorecard 28 


Football Notebook: 


Football Is J 


by Kirk McNair 


Crimson Tide expected 
once again to be among 
nation’s best teams 


ootball is just around the corner, 
| ee Tide scholarshipped fresh- 

men and a few new walk-ons were ex- 
pected to report on Sunday, August 3, and 
begin work in shorts Monday, August 4. 
Returning players were to report officially 
Wednesday, August 6, have physicals the 
next day and begin practice in shorts Friday, 
August 8. The first of two-a-day practices in 
full gear is August 11. Classes begin and 
two-a-day practices end Wednesday, August 
20 (not August 21 as has been reported). 

To say that returning players report 
August 6 is to misconstrue the campus situ- 
ation. Virtually every player has been on 
campus this summer, most of them for both 
sessions of summer school, and reports are 
that workouts under Strength and 
Conditioning Coach Terry Jones have been 
vigorous, 

On the injury front, things look good, 
Three men who missed spring work were 
former first team offensive guards Will 
Friend, who was recovering from knee 
surgery, and Brenon Meadows, who had 
under gone shoulder surgery, and corner- 
back Thomas Hill, who was rehabilitating 
after ankle surgery. Another key player was 
injured on the first day of contact work in 
the spring. Tight end Rod Rutledge under 
went knee surgery in the spring. And quar- 
terback Freddie Kitchens, who had numer- 
ous injuries last fall, still did not feel good 
about his knee this spring, and so it was ex- 
amined, though not operated on, early this 
summer. 

Word from the Alabama training room is 
that all have had a good summer of rehabili- 
tation and all will be ready to go 100 per 
cent when practice begins. 

That injury list could have been a little 
longer. In late June star defensive lineman 
Michael Myers and cornerback Michael 
Feagin were driving back to Tuscaloosa from 
a weekend at the beach. Myers was driving 
and may have fallen asleep on a stretch of 
U.S. Highway 82 just outside of Prattville. 
The car left the road and hit a tree, sustain- 
ing heavy damage. However, Myers and 
Feagin suffered only cuts and bruises. 

Alabama’s coaching stalf got back into the 
swing of things after a couple of weeks off in 
July. Part of the pre-season preparation in- 
cluded a short retreat in which the staff was 
totally immersed in football, 


6 


*Central time, subject to change. 


Mike DuBose 


For those who were concerned that Mike 
DuBose might not be Alabama's head foot- 
ball coach this year since he did not sign his 
contract when he accepted the job or when 
he took over the job, relax. DuBose has 
signed his contract. 

In late May DuBose finally got around to 
signing the contract, which had been agreed 
upon in substance between the time his ap- 
pointment was announced in December and 
the time he took over as head coach on 
January 2, As had been announced, the con- 
tract is for five years with a base salary of 
$150,000, but additional income of at least 
$300,000 per year, bringing his yearly pay to 


Date Opponent Time* 
Aug. 30 Houston @ Birmingham (J-P) 11:30 
Sept. 11 @ Vanderbilt (ESPN) 7:00 
Sept. 20 Arkansas (JP) 11:30 
Sept. 27 Southern Miss @ Birmingham (CBS) 2:30 

Oct. 4 @ Kentucky 6:00 
Oct. 18 Tennessee @ Birmingham (ESPN) 6:00 
Oct. 25 @ Ole Miss 1:30 

Nov. 1 Louisiana Tech (homecoming) 1:00 

Nov. 8 LSU (CBS) 2:30 
Nov. 15 Mississippi State 1:30 
Nov. 22 @ Auburn (ESPN) 6:30 

Dec. 6 SEC Championship @ Atlanta (ABC) 7:00 


ust Around The Corner 
1997 Alabama Football Schedule 


no less than $450,000, There are bonus in- 
centives, such as a $12,500 bonus if 
Alabama plays in the Southeastern 
Conference Championship Game or a bowl 
game and a $25,000 bonus if Alabama plays 
in the Bowl Alliance national championship 
game. The package does not include income 
made from his football camp. Nor does it in- 
clude an expense account of up to $12,000, 

The total package is about $250,000 per 
year less than what DuBose's predecessor, 
Gene Stallings, made as Alabama’s head 
coach. “It would be foolish for me to come 
in and expect to make as much as Coach 
Stallings was making when he left," DuBose 
said, “It’s never been about money. | really 
believe its a great opportunity.” 

Although DuBose does not have an agent, 
former Alabama defensive back Ricky Davis, 
an attorney who is an agent for professional 
players, examined the contract for DuBose. 


ost of the summer conversation 
Me Alabama's football team has 

centered on academics. That has in- 
volved two specific concerns, that of return- 
ing players and that of incoming freshmen. 

Although Bama officials do not comment 
on the academic situation of players, it was 
believed that four returning players had to 
have exceptional summer work in order to 
be eligible this fall. They are offensive line- 
man Corey Kinnebrew, tight end Adam 
Joiner, defensive end Edgar Walker, and 
linebacker Steve Harris. 

There have also been ominous reports 
concerning the eligibility of incoming 
signees, as many as six signees listed as pos- 
sibly not being eligible. That is out of a sign- 
ing group of 26 and it would drastically 
weaken what has been considered one of the 
nation’s best recruiting classes. lt goes with- 
out saying that Marlon Davis, the tight end 
from Georgia, will not be eligible. He will be 
in junior college, and Tide coaches knew 
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that when they signed him. That's the reason Bama signed one over 
the limit of 25. 

However, others who have been reported as borderline and possibly 
not eligible are defensive end Larry Paul of Moody (who has signed 
with Hinds Junior College in Mississippi as a hedge against not being 
eligible); defensive lineman Santana Stennis of Meridian, Mississippi, 
who has appealed a passing ACT test score that was disallowed; run- 
ning back Shaun Bohanon of Oak Ridge, Tennessee, who was waiting 
on clarification of a high school class to determine if he would be 
fully eligible or a partial qualifier, meaning he could come in on 
scholarship and practice, but not play; tight end/defensive lineman 
Shawn Draper of Huntsville Butler; and defensive back Chris Horne 
of Washington County High School in Sandersville, Georgia, who an- 
nounced prior to the Georgia North-South High School All-Star 
Game that he had received notification from the NCAA 
Clearinghouse that he is eligible. 

DuBose has made it clear that some freshmen will have an opportu- 
nity to play this year. That's partly because some of them are highly- 
regarded, partly because there are areas where Bama may need imme- 
diate help. Ordinarily, an offensive lineman has little chance to par- 
ticipate as a freshman because the assignments are so difficult. 
However, Will Cutberth, a tackle prospect from Fort Pierce, Florida, 
had an excellent all-star game and, perhaps more than that, has 
proved to the coaches his desire to play by reporting in at 300 
pounds, well under his 325 signing weight. Bama was not satisfied 
with the work of place-kickers in the spring, so Florida all-stater A.]. 
Diaz of Miami Spring may have a chance to win that job. At least two 
other Floridians, defensive lineman Sam Matthews and linebacker 
Travis Carroll, have been considered possibilities in the playing rota- 
tion, And their Jacksonville Bolles teammate, Chris Reier, will get a 
look at comerback and as a kick return man. 

Also likely to have a chance to earn a job returning kicks (as well 
as catching passes) is junior college transfer Quincy Jackson of 
Brundidge by way of East Mississippi. 

All-star games were important for a couple of players. In the 
Alabama-Mississippi All-Star Game cornerback Kecall Bailey of 
Tuscaloosa Central was named Most Valuable Player as he had a 
handful of tackles, broken-up passes and a blocked punt, And the 
leading tackler in that game with LO was Alabama signee Kenny 
Smith, a defensive lineman from Meridian. 

Horne and Tony Dixon of Reform are possibilities to provide depth 
at safety spots, and they are certainly the type to be a part of special 
leams. 

In addition to Carroll, Chris Wheeler of Sylacauga B.B. Comer and 
Carlton Person of Stevenson North Jackson have to be considered 
possibilities at linebacker. 

There has also been some interest in some walk-on players who are 
expected to join the team this year, Among them are 6-4, 260-pound 
center Brooks Brodie of Tift County, Georgia, who has been in junior 
college; Ti Garner, a 5-11, 185-pounder who was a linebacker at 
Brandon (Mississippi) and earned a spot on the Mississippi High 
School All-Star team, and who is expected to be a safety at Alabama; 
and Gary Barnes, a 5-11, 190-pound defensive back who was dis- 
missed from Middle Tennessee State this year. He is originally from 
Riverdale High School in Murfreesboro, where he was a teammate of 
Fernando Bryant. 


sive in the spring. There were three offensive line standouts, left 

tackle Chris Samuels and centers Michael Ray and Paul Hogan. 
However, Friend, Meadows and Sage Spree have shown in the past 
they can play winning football, and Michael Moore seems on the 
verge of being a fine player, All are guards. The big question is at 
right tackle, where coaches hope that either Jason McDonald or Joel 
Holliday will take charge, 

Rutledge is a key at tight end, a position where Bama seems vulner- 
able. The wide receiver spots are at least adequate with Michael 
Vaughn approaching greatness and Shamari Buchanan having an ex- 
cellent spring. 

The only question in the backfield is whether Freddie Kitchens can 


: till, the team will be built around those who were most impres- 
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Grand Finale 
by Daniel A. Moore 


The Downtown Gallery is proud to offer the 
latest lithograph by acclaimed Alabama sports 
artist, DANIEL A. 
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“Grand Finale.” 
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and ready to ship. 

Supplies are limit- 

ed, so place your 

order today. 
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be a big winner at quarterback. Much bigger 
questions at quarterback are in the future 
since Kitchens and Lance Tucker are seniors, 


John David Phillips a junior (and only 


Kitchens has meaningful experience). 

The running backs, whether Alabama is in 
the I with the likes of Ed Scissum at fullback 
or in the split backfield with Dennis Riddle 
and Curtis or Shaun Alexander set back, will 
be among the nation’s best. Mel Kiper, the 
so-called professional draft expert, was re- 
ported as saying Shaun Alexander, an up- 
coming sophomore, is the nation’s best 
prospect He finished the spring as third be- 
hind Riddle and Curtis Alexander. 

One-deep, the defensive line is fine. Chris 
Hood and Michael Myers are all-star types 
and Eric Kerley much-improved, Reggie 
Grimes on the path to excellence. The dif- 
ference will be if some help can come along 
to provide depth and, hopefully, enable 
Myers to play at end as well as tackle. 

Linebacker is unquestionably a problem 
area. Assistant Coach Jeff Rouzie has his 
work cut out for him this year. There is tal- 
ent, but nothing like that which was lost to 
the NFL in the forms of Dwayne Rudd and 
Ralph Staten. 

The secondary has top cornerbacks in 
Deshea Townsend and Fernando Bryant, but 
it’s aces and spaces with little experience be- 
hind them. The safeties will be new, as will 


the punter and, probably, the place-kicker 
and most return men. 


Not that it matters, but there is some inter- 
est in where Alabama is being picked in the 
pre-season. Once upon a time everyone pen- 
ciled in Alabama at the top of the 
Southeastern Conference heap and at or 
near number one in the nation. No more. 
Bama has been replaced in the SEC by 
Florida, and this year Tennessee and LSU are 
also being ranked above the Tide with some 
also picking Auburn ahead of Bama in the 
SEC West and South Carolina as a stronger 
entry than the Crimson Tide in the overall 
race. 

Nevertheless, it is not unreasonable to ex- 
pect Alabama to make it back to Atlanta and 
the SEC Championship Game. And al- 
though a couple of national publications 
have picked Tennessee to win the national 
championship, don't look for the Vols to go 
into Gainesville and beat Florida. Expect to 
face the Gators in the SEC Championship 
Game again. 

Nationally, Alabama is being picked in the 
middle of the second ten. One exception: 
Street & Smith, which didn’t put Alabama in 
its top 25. Take heart, though. Alabama has 
traditionally been a lot better football team 
than pre-season football publications have 
been prognosticators. 
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Football Recruiting: 


The Watts Watch Has Begun 


by Kirk McNair 


Rumors already abound 
for state’s top prospect 


umors are nothing new to the recruit- 
Re: scene, but they usually don't get 

into full swing until about January. In 
the case of Tyler Watts, the radio talk show 
and internet contributors have gotten start- 
ed early, Its understandable to some extent. 
Watts has been named the number one up- 
coming high school football prospect in 
Alabama and one of the best in the nation 
by most recruiting reports, He ranks among 
the nation’s top quarterback prospects. And 
he is Priority One for Alabama Head Coach 
Mike DuBose and his recruiting staff. 

As a junior Watts, 6-3, 200, completed 
142 of 273 passes for 1,954 yards and 13 
touchdowns with 14 interceptions. He also 
rushed for 552 yards and 12 scores. (Watts 
runs a 4.7 40-yard dash, but his team plays 
out of the Pro I and most of that rushing 
yardage came on scrambles.) He plays for 
Coach Rick Rhoades (an Alabama assistant 
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coach in 1989) at Pelham High School on 
the outskirts of Birmingham. 

Moreover, Watts is a very good student, 
sporting a 3.5 grade point average, which he 
calls “decent.” He plans to major in 
Marketing. 

There have been reports on how Tyler 
Watts did in various college football camps 
and which ones he liked and who he hung 
around with while at those camps. 
Unfortunately for all those rumors, Watts 
did not go to a football camp this summer. 

One eye-witness report had him in the of- 
fice of Tennessee Head Coach Phil Fulmer, 
but Watts was at his home that day. 

It is true that Tyler Watts is a lifelong 
Alabama football fan, but he has said he is 
considering a couple of other schools, in- 
cluding Bama’s top Southeastern Conference 
rivals, Tennessee and Auburn. It is also true 
there is a possibility he could make an early 
commitment. He has already taken a num- 
ber of unofficial visits. In addition to Bama, 
he has made unofficial visits to Tennessee, 
Auburn, Mississippi and Mississippi State 
and had a late summer trip planned to South 
Bend, Indiana. 

Instead of attending a summer football 
camp this summer, Watts worked out at his 


Order our Southeast Recruiting Editions & 
Get your Football Previe 


4 Card # 

l Name 

d Address 
Cit 

i y 


State_ ss Zip 
Mail: SE Recruiting, 6407 Bardstown Rd. #257, Louisville, KY 40291 


high school, running, lifling weights and 
throwing the football. He did not go to sum- 
mer school, something he would have had 
to have done had he wanted to consider fin- 
ishing high school early and entering college 
in January. Instead of being in college and 
participating in football practice next spring, 
he will have a relatively normal senior year 
of high school, including playing baseball. 
And, yes, it's possible he could be a baseball 
draftee, but he has said football is his first 
love. 


ll in all, this is considered to be a year 
Ae only a handful of excellent college 
prospects among Alabama high 
school players, It also appears to be a year in 
which academics could play a large role in a 
school’s recruiting success in Alabama. The 
Mobile Register named an Elite 18 in the 
state and announced that as many as half of 
those might not be academically eligible. 
Watts is not the only quarterback in 
Alabama who will receive recruiting atten- 
tion. At Fayette County, Luke Tucker is [ol- 
lowing in the footsteps of his brother, Lance, 
under his coach and father, Waldon Tucker, 
Although Luke, like Lance, is considered a 
tad short (he’s listed at 6-1, 180), last year 
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he passed for 2,970 yards and 25 touch- 
downs and led his team to the state +A 
championship. 

Luke Tucker has one ol the state's highest- 
ranked prospects to throw to. Sam Collins is 
a 6-1, 180-pound wide receiver who had 
1,500 yards last year, 

There are other quarterback prospects in 
Alabama, including the number one rated 
player in private school, and perhaps the 
tallest quarterback ever in Alabama, 6-8, 
190-pound Matt Johnson of Meadowview 
Christian. And there is beginning to be a lot 
ol conversation about Brett Turnbull, a 6-4, 
210-pound straight A student at Fairhope. 

One of the more interesting prospects in 
the state is Terry Jones, Jr., the son of 
Alabama's strength coach, Reports in 
Tuscaloosa are that young Jones, a 6-5, 250- 
pound linebacker, has given up football and 
intends to concentrate on basketball this 
year, He was a starter on both teams at 
Tuscaloosa Central, but has generally been 
considered a better football prospect than 
basketball prospect. However, he played 
AAU basketball this summer and has been 
receiving recruiting information. 

While Central Football Coach Buzz Busby 
may not have Jones this fall, he will have 
some prospects, including fullback Marvin 
Constant, a 6-2, 247-pounder. who was pri- 
marily a blocker for incoming Bama fresh- 
man Antoneyo Williams last year. 

The best known running back in the state 
is Shontua Ray, a 5-10, 185-pounder at 
Montevallo, In addition to his football skills, 


Ray proved his speed at last year’s state 4A 
track meet, winning the 100 meters (10.5) 
and 200 meters (21.4). Ray is one of those 
who is an academic question mark. 

The biggest man on the Alabama prospect 
list this year is Bart Raulston, a 6-8, 310- 
pounder at Sylvania. He also plays basket- 
ball, which has helped his speed and foat- 
work. He was impressive in Alabama's foot- 
ball camp this summer. 

The best defensive lineman in the Auburn 
football camp this summer was Robert 
Malone, a 6-4, 255-pound defensive end 
from Prichard Blount. He has said he grew 
up an Alabama fan, but adds, “I know the 
way to Auburn now.” He has work to do 
academically. 

Former Alabama lineman Butch Norman, 
now the coach at Luverne, has a handful of 
players making the prospect lists, including 
one considered to be the state’s best defen- 
sive back, Jamell “Mel” Willis, 6-4, 195. 
Other Luverne players listed as possible 
prospects are 6-1, 190-pound quarterback 
Keon Carter and 6-5, 260-pound tight end 
Kevin “Buck” Jones. 

Alabama is a national football name, but 
ordinarily restricts its recruiting to the state 
and surrounding states. The Tide's summer 
football camp attracted some of the region's 
top prospects. Among them were: 

From Mississippi, 5-10, 180-pound quar- 
terback (but wide receiver prospect) Freddie 
Millons of Starkville; 6-4, 252-pound delen- 
sive end Will Overstreet of Jackson Prep: 
and three players from South Panola High 


Some Top Prep Football Prospects In Alabama 


School in Batesville, 6-0, 210-pound run- 
ning back Toward Sanford and linebackers 
Antwan Bradford, 6-0, 210, and Eddie 
Strong, 6-3, 220 (although Strong has since 
committed to Ole Miss). 

From Arkansas, 6-1, 205-pound running 
back Jonathan Adams of Osceola. 

From Tennessee, 6-4, 265-pound center 
Jay Thompson of Fayetteville Lincoln 
County (where he plays for his father, for- 
mer Tider Louis Thompson); and 6-4, 265- 
pound linebacker Kindell Moorehead of 
Memphis Melrose. 

The Tide is also thought to be involved 
with a couple of high profile offensive line- 
men, both 6-6, 320-pound types. They are 
Gary Byrd of Stone Mountain, Georgia, and 
Brett Williams of Osceola High School in 
Kissimmee, Florida. 

A Chattanooga newspaper this summer re- 
ported that Gorman Thornton, an Alabama 
signee in 1996 who was not academically el- 
igible, is now interested in Tennessee. 
Thornton, whose brother George played for 
Bama, is currently enrolled at Hinds Junior 
College in Mississippi. In what should come 
as no great surprise, the newspaper said that 
Tennessee Assistant Coach Rodney Garner 
(formerly an Auburn assistant coach) “fig- 
ured into the picture in a big way.” However, 
after that article appeared a Montgomery 
newspaper had an interview with Thornton 
in which he said he might not attend school 
this year, then work on getting eligible and 
attending Alabama. 
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Name Pos Hgt Wgt Hometown (School) Name Pos Hgt Wgt Hometown (School) 
Kyle Anderson L 6-6 289 Homewood Leron Little WR 6-3 215 Aliceville 

Mac Campbell RB 5-10 185 Alexandria Robert Malone LB 6-4 255. Prichard (Blount) 

Keon Carter QB 6-1 190 Luverne Drew Miller TE 6-5 245 Skipperville (GW Long) 
Sam Collins WR 6-2 185 Fayette (Fayette Co.) Rasheed Moore DL 6-4 260 Huntsville Johnson) 
Marvin Constant FB 6-1 235 Tuscaloosa (Central) Danny Morris OL 6-3 280 Sylacauga (B.B. Comer) 
Terry Cox WR 6-4 215 Maplesville David Morris QB 6-1 180 Mobile (McGill-Toolen) 
ermaine Crenshaw WR 6-+ 195 Greenville Robert Newby L 6-4 300 Dothan (Northview) 
David Daniel DL 6-2 285 Northport (TuscaloosaCo,) Derrick Nix RB 5-11 210 = Attalla (Etowah) 

Tim Gallahan QB 6-1 185 Midfield Waylon O’Shields OL 6-6 290 Fyffe 

Trent Garman L 6-2 270 Attalla (Etowah) Don Page DL 6-4 245 Foley 

Gerald Gates WR 5-9 150 Birmingham (Jackson-Olin) Jay Pierce WR 6-1 195 Jasper (Walker) 

Chris Gibson DB 6-3 180 Dothan Marico Portis L 6-3 290 Prichard (Vigor) 

Darius Gilbert LB 6-3 210 Oxford Bart Raulston L 6-8 310 Sylvania 

Torey Hambrick RB-DB 6-0 175 Montgomery (Lee) Shontua Ray RB 5-10 185 Montevallo 

Dedrick Hardrick LB 6-2 225 Stevenson (No. Jackson) Brent Robinson L 6-2 286 Tuscumbia (Deshler) 
Duriel Hardrick WR 6-3 180 Odenville (St. Clair Co.) | Rondy Rogers RB 5-10 195 Birmingham (Minor) 
Courtney Hatcher FB 5-11 215 Mobile (B.C. Rain) Kenny Sears DL 64 245 Montgomery (Lee) 

ake Hogan OL 6-4 275 Leeds Edrick Smith LB 6-2 228 Northport (Tuscaloosa Co.) 
Reid Holley LB 6-2 220 Mobile (UMS-Wright) — Treymane Smith TE 6-3 220 Brewton (WS. Neal) 
Kenneth Hughes OL 6-4 255 Fayette (Fayette Co,) Terrence Shamburger RB 6-1 208 Jasper (Walker) 
Reginald Jenkins RB 5-10 170 Oxford Rex Story C 63 265 Opelika 

Matt Johnson QB 6-8 190 Meadowview Christian Jamar Tate L 6-3 285 Mobile (Murphy) 
Damien Jones QB 6-2 190 Prichard (Vigor) Luke Tucker QB 6-1 180 Fayette (Fayette Co.) 
osh Jones L 6-1 270 Tuscaloosa (Central) Brett Turnbull QB 6-4 210 Fairhope 

Kevin “Buck” Jones TE 6-5 260 Luverne Tyler Watts QB 63 200 Pelham 

Roderick Jones LB 6-2 215 Prichard (Vigor) Deon White OL 6-3 300 Birmingham (Minor) 
Terry Jones, Jr. LB 6-4 245. Tuscaloosa (Central) Jamell Willis DB 6-4 195 Luverne 
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Lance Tucker: 


Fifth Year May Be The Charm 


by Donald F. Staffo 


Senior hasn’t had much 
playing time, but he is 
considered a winner 


ne day, Lance Tucker wants to be 

a football coach. But for now, the 

fifth-year Alabama senior wants 
to be a football player, specifically a 
quarterback. 

No one doubts that Tucker will be an 
excellent coach. It’s in his blood. He 
was a record-setting high school quar- 
terback under his father, Waldon 
Tucker, at Fayette County High School. 
He is considered something of a coach 
on the field now, an extremely smart 
player who overcomes some physical 
deficiencies. 

Tucker came to Alabama in 1993 after 
a storied high school career in which he 
was Fayette County's starting varsity 
quarterback for six years, beginning in 
the seventh grade. His high school 
numbers included a number of state 
records and ranked in the top ten in all- 
time national prep statistics. He com- 
pleted 586 of 1,202 passes for 8,173 
yards and 63 touchdowns. His team had 
54 victories and as a senior he was 
Alabama Sports Writers Association 
Class 4A Player of the Year and a USA 
Today All-America honorable mention. 

Tucker was highly-recruited by the 
likes of Mississippi State, LSU, Auburn 
and Tennessee, but he selected 
Alabama. Since becoming a member of 
the Crimson Tide, Tucker has seen al- 
most no duty at quarterback since 1994 
following a redshirt year. For the past 
two years he has been the holder on 
field goal and extra point kicks. But he 
doesn’t second guess his decision, 
doesn’t wish he had gone to a smaller 
school, doesn’t think he should have 
changed positions in order to have in- 
creased his chances for playing time. 
“lve never thought about any of that,” 
Tucker said. “I picked Alabama for two 
reasons: One, because | thought it was 
the best place for me to win an SEC and 
national championship ring; and, two, 
for what Alabama could do for me after 
I got out of school.” 

The first thing he hopes Alabama can 
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For most of his Alabama career, quarterback Lance Tucker has been limited to special teams play, but 


he doesn’t second guess his decision to attend Alabama. 


do for him following his playing career 
is allow him to become a graduate assis- 
tant coach to complete requirements for 
his master’s degree and gain coaching 
experience. 


is playing career has not been 
He was expected. “From what 

I had been used to in high 
school, overall it was a whole different 
experience for me,” Tucker said. “It 
took some adjustment. But I never ex- 
pected to come here and play right 
away. It’s hard for a freshman or sopho- 
more to come in and play at this level. I 


Robert Sutton Photo 


wish I had gotten a little more playing 
time as a junior last year.” 

Tucker was the third team quarter- 
back a year ago with Freddie Kitchens 
number one and getting almost all the 
playing time and Warren Foust, who 
has since moved to safety, the number 
two man. 

“We're all here to play,” Tucker said. 
“We all work hard, and when you work 
hard and don’t get to play it’s a disap- 
pointment. But we're to the level now 
where we know everyone is not going 
to get to play. We all know our roles. 
With a little luck, and if some good 
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things happen, I might get in some 
games this year.” 

While Tucker thinks primarily in 
terms of doing the things it takes to win 
playing time, he also recognizes that 
football is a game in which circum- 
stances such as injuries can change a 
back-up performer into a starting play- 
er. “If something happens, we have to 
be ready to play,” he said. 

Bama has a new offensive coordinator 
and quarterbacks coach this year. For 
Tucker and Kitchens it marks the fourth 
position coach they have had in their 
five-year careers. Following Mal Moore 
in their freshman season have been 
Homer Smith 1994-95, Woody 
McCorvey last season, and, now, Bruce 
Arians. 

Arians heard about Tucker from his 
first days on the staff. “When I got here 
I heard from people that every time 
Tucker got in, he’s going to be produc- 
tive. And he has been.” 

While Arians said that Bama has two 
second team quarterbacks this year, 
Tucker and junior John David Phillips, 
the Tide assistant coach said, “If 
Freddie got hurt, Lance would be our 
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starter. | have all the confidence in 
Lance to lead the team. He’s good 
enough to have played, and he hasn't. 
There’s no doubt in my mind that we 
can play winning football with Lance as 
quarterback. He's got the two main in- 
gredients, head and heart.” 

Tucker helped himself in last springs 
A-Day game, completing his first four 
passes, one of them a 94-yard touch- 
down pass to Michael Vaughn. “Anytime 
you come into a game and complete 
your first four passes it boosts your con- 
fidence a little bit,” Tucker said. “But 
you really don’t think about it, because 
you do it every day in practice. That's 
your objective. And you've still got to 
keep your head in the game, because we 
still had two more quarters to play.” 

Following that touchdown pass, 
Tucker spread the credit. “It was a 
longer route, which meant we had to 
have more time, and the offensive line 
did a good job of providing the protec- 
tion,” Tucker said. “I actually under 
threw Michael, but he made a great 
catch and run.” 

Tucker said he benefitted this year by 
getting more repetitions in the spring. 
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Arians said that Tucker's stock had 
been going up even before the A-Day 
Game. “In our last two scrimmages (be- 
fore the spring game) he was very pro- 
ductive,” Arians said. “He put us in the 
end zone.” 

Tucker, 6-1 and 182 pounds, does not 
have the height, weight or arm strength 
of his competitors, 6-2, 229-pound 
Kitchens or 6-3, 208-pound Phillips. 
But, said Arians, “Lance knows football. 
He understands what we're trying to do 
offensively and he knows how to best 
use his own ability. He has an excellent 
feel for the position. He understands 
the passing routes. As a shorter quarter- 
back, he has to know the lanes, and he 
does. He has a knack for getting his 
teammates to rally. He’s tough, he’s grit- 
ty, he’s coachable, and he’s a team play- 
er. He’s a coach’s son, no doubt about 
that. 

“His job this year is to be ready. When 
his opportunity comes, he’s got to come 
off the bench and give us a lift. He’s got 
to put us in the end zone. Not playing 
much, that’s difficult to do, but Lance 
can handle that better than most. 

“Lance Tucker is a winner.” 
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Eddie Hunter: 


He’s Got High Hopes For Alabama 


by Kirk McNair 


Lack of playing experience 
can be offset by effort 


hen Mike DuBose got the first bad 
news he received as Alabama's 
head football coach, news that 
All-America linebacker Dwayne Rudd had 
elected to forego his final Crimson Tide sea- 
son in order to enter the National Football 
League draft, DuBose said, “That's not going 
to keep us from being a good defensive foot- 
ball team. We've got a lot of linebackers who 


have been saying they weren't getting a 
chance. Now they’re going to get a chance.” 

Eddie Hunter wasn’t one of those who was 
talking about not getting a chance, but he 
was smart enough to realize that the talent 
in front of him prior to this season meant he 
wasn't going to see much playing time when 
it mattered. Now, he said, “Everything is to- 
tally opposite from what it was last year. I’ve 
got butterflies, because I can anticipate 
being in the thick of the action.” 

Following the 1996 season, Alabama lost 
Dwayne Rudd at weakside linebacker, Ralph 
Staten at strongside linebacker, and 
Fernando Davis and Tyrell Buckner at mid- 
dle linebacker. 

Hunter is primarily a weakside linebacker, 
but can also play at the other outside posi- 
tion, strongside linebacker. 

“Ralph Staten and Dwayne Rudd made a 
lot of plays,” Hunter said. “Now its time for 
us younger guys to make plays. I don’t ex- 
pect to fill Dwayne’s shoes, but I expect to 
play with intensity and to the best of my 
ability and to do everything I can to make 
this a successful football team.” 

Hunter doesn’t buy the conventional wis- 
dom, that linebacker will be a weakness for 
Alabama this year. “We don’t have a lot of 
experience, but we have ability,” he said. 
“The coaches will provide us with a game 
plan each week, and if we execute that plan, 
we will win. We have to play team ball, we 
have to communicate, we have to play 
smart, and we have to play hard. We may 
have to work harder than some other play- 
ers, but if we do we can accomplish our 
goals.” 

He said, “We're young and we'll make 
some mistakes, but if we can play together 
with a lot of hustle, we can cover up our 
mistakes with effort. Being young or inexpe- 
rienced is no excuse for not playing hard. 
We will play hard.” 

He said the team will have the national 
championship as its goal. “That’s a high 
goal, but you have to set your goals high 
and then do everything you can to try to 
achieve them.” 

Hunter admits that with jobs open there 
was “a little more incentive” for him during 
spring practice this year, and it resulted in 
him having a good spring. “Coach DuBose 
and (Linebacker) Coach (Jeff) Rouzie really 
got behind me this spring,” Hunter said. “I 
wanted the opportunity to show what | 
could do, and | worked hard when I was 
given that opportunity.” 

Hunter was particularly impressive in the 
A-Day Game, leading all players with 11 


Eddie Hunter is typical of 1997 linebackers in 
that he has relatively little playing experience, 
but he had an excellent spring. He is trying to 
take over the weakside linebacker spot vacated 
by Dwayne Rudd. 
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tackles, eight primary stops, including two 
behind the line of scrimmage, and three as- 
sists. 

While there has been speculation about 
Alabama making changes in its defense be- 
cause of the losses at linebacker, Hunter 
said, “There are no big changes. The philos- 
ophy is the same. We still want intensity on 
every snap, hard-hitting, aggressive play. 
That's the Alabama defense: to play hard and 
tough on every play.” 


unter is relatively small for a 


linebacker, 6-2, 207 at the end of 


spring training. “I was small when I 
got here, but I've always been very athletic,” 
he said. “I've worked hard in the weight 
room to get stronger and, hopefully, add 
about 10 pounds. (Strength) Coach (Terry) 
Jones has really helped me and encouraged 
me. He’s a real good motivator, and when I 
go in there I feel like I can get something ac- 
complished.” 


He said that his strengths are awareness of 


what is happening on each play, quickness 
and speed. “And if I get bigger and stronger, 
that will be a plus,” he said. 

Hunter ranks among the least experienced 
of the linebackers trying to win a starting 
job this season. He was redshirted as a fresh- 
man in 1994, then saw only spot duty, al- 


most all of it on special teams, in 1995 and 
1996. Although he has twice been awarded 
letters, he has never been credited with a 
tackle. 

“Most of us don’t have a lot of experi- 
ence,” Hunter said of the linebacker candi- 
dates. He is competing at weakside primarily 
with Trevis Smith, who moved back to 
linebacker from fullback during spring prac- 
tice, and Steve Harris, who was tried at end 
before shifting back to linebacker. “We have 
to use our strengths,” Hunter said. “I’m un- 
dersized, but I’m strong and quick. You have 
to utilize what you do well.” 

Unlike most Bama football players, Hunter 
didn’t come to Alabama with glittering high 
school credentials, because he played just 
one year of prep football. As a senior at 
LeFlore High School in Mobile, Hunter, who 
had always played basketball, was persuaded 
by Coach Stanley Conner to go out for the 
football team. He responded with 76 tackles, 
16 sacks and three fumble recoveries. 
However, it was his overall athletic ability 
that convinced DuBose, then recruiting the 
Mobile area, “to take a chance on me,” as 
Hunter put it. The fact that Hunter was an 
honor student, a member of the National 
Honor Society, didn’t hurt his chances for 
being recruited, either. 

Although some major colleges, including 


Auburn and Georgia, showed interest in 
Hunter, the only recruiting trips he took 
were to Alabama, Memphis and Tulane. 

While Hunter said he was not much of a 
college football fan when in high school, “I 
always watched Alabama when they were on 
television. When I had the opportunity to 
come here, it was everything | wanted—a 
chance to win a national championship, 
close to home, great tradition, and a good 
learning environment.” Hunter is majoring 
in clinical psychology. Following graduation 
he will pursue a graduate degree, a necessity 
in that field. 

Because of his lack of experience prior to 
getting to Alabama, Hunter thinks that it 
may have been beneficial to him to have had 
three years of practice and meeting time be- 
fore he is really called upon to play. “It has 
been hard and it has had its downs as well as 
its ups, but I think the time on the scout 
team has helped me out a lot,” he said. “A 
lot of us have been here for three years and 
we've practiced every day. We have experi- 
ence; it's just that it isn’t game experience.” 

Hunter said he knows what he has to do to 
be a starter, or at least a regular in the play- 
ing rotation. “At weakside linebacker you 
have to be able to cover a receiver and you 
have to be able to blitz. And you still have to 
play the run first. Always, the run first.” 
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Shaun Alexander: 


He May Be Nation’s 
Best Third-Team Back 


by Kirk McNair 


Alexander believes in himself and in his teammates 


here are lots of college football 
| teams which would have given the 
ball to Shaun Alexander more 
often than Alabama did last year. 
Alexander averaged a little over seven 
and a half yards per carry last season, but 
was called on to carry the ball only about 
six and a half times per game. Even as 
late as Alabama’s 13th game, Alexander 
was given only nine rushing opportuni- 
ties. He made the most of those, getting 
99 yards, including a late fourth quarter 
46-yard touchdown that proved to be the 
winning points in Alabama’s 17-14 win 
over Michigan. 

Alexander, a redshirt freshman last sea- 
son, finished the year as the Tide's sec- 
ond-leading rusher, picking wp 589 yards 
on 77 carries. He had six touchdowns, 
four of those in the game that stamped 
him as a superstar in the minds of Bama 
fans (even if not in the minds of Bama 
coaches). Last fall in Baton Rouge, 
Alexander had a game unlike that of any 
other Alabama player in over a century 
of competition. He set a school record 
with 291 yards rushing, even though he 
had only one carry in the first half and 
only 20 for the game, in Alabama's 26-0 
win over LSU. His four touchdowns in 
that game (which came on runs of 17, 
73, 72 and 12 yards) tied a Crimson Tide 
record. 

So, how has Alexander’s status 
changed? Well, he was the third team 
running back at the beginning of 1996, 
and he was the third team tailback at the 
end of spring training this year. 

Alabama's coaches aren’t stupid. There 
are reasons for Alexander not being the 
starter. Last year there was no reason for 
Head Coach Gene Stallings, Offensive 
Coordinator Woody McCorvey or 
Running Backs Coach Ivy Williams to 
make Shaun Alexander number one or 
number two. Curtis Alexander (no rela- 
tion) had clearly won the starting job at 
the start of 1996, and Dennis 
Riddle-who had been the starter in 
1995-was pushing Curtis. However, 
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when Curtis suffered a broken wrist in 
the Arkansas game, Riddle and Shaun 
Alexander moved up a notch. Through 
those first four games, Shaun had only 11 
carries for 32 yards. He added a little to 
that over the next month or so with 17 
carries for 112 yards in his next five 
games. 

Then came the LSU game, a critical 
contest for Alabama’s Southeastern 
Conference championship hopes. He 
backed up that LSU game with another 
good performance, albeit on a dismal 
night for Alabama. At Starkville he 
rushed 15 times for 106 yards (and 
Riddle also rushed for over 100 yards), 
but Bama lost to Mississippi State. 
Alexander had only a fair game against 
Auburn, 12 carries for 43 yards, then got 
only two opportunities to run in the SEC 
Championship Game against Florida. 

Alexander closed the season in excel- 
lent fashion with his nine carries against 
Michigan in the Outback Bowl at Tampa. 
When the Tide got the football back at its 
own 23 with a 10-6 lead and 2:42 to play, 
Alexander got the call. In fact, he got it 
on five straight carries. Later Stallings 
would say, “We were just trying to make 
first downs and run out the clock.” Bama 
made three first downs, but didn’t run 
out the clock because Alexander's fifth 
run was a 46-yard touchdown gallop that 
came with 2:15 to play. 


lexander, who will celebrate his 
Az birthday when Bama opens 

the season hosting Houston in 
Birmingham August 30, said that as a 
freshman he expected to be coming into 
the game as a back-up. “I just hoped that 
I would be able to help,” he said. “If the 
back-up can make some plays, you've 


Shaun Alexander has shown that he has the 
ability to be a great running back for Alabama. 
He also wants to be a leader. But primarily he 
wants to be a member of a championship team. 
Robert Sutton Photo 


ibe meee pen eater 


Shaun Alexander has big-time ability, but doesn’t take credit for what he considers to be a gift. What he 
thinks is important is every Alabama football player, himself included, playing to the best of his ability. 
Robert Sutton Photo 


probably got something. All across the 
country there's probably not a lot of dif- 
ference in the starting players; they are 
starters for a reason. But a difference is 
probably in those teams which have play- 
ers who can come in and keep it close or 
make something happen.” 

But, Alexander said, “I don’t consider 
myself a back-up. I have a feeling that 
the game hasn’t started until I go in 
there.” 

He also doesn’t put much stock in 
being “the people’s choice” at tailback. 
“If 1 was starting, they'd be saying the 
same thing about Dennis or Curtis,” he 
said. “Deep down, | think the fans are 
happy with anyone as long as he’s per- 
forming.” 

One of sports cliches involves athletes 
being in “the zone.” Alexander said, “1 
get in the zone all the time. I get in a 
groove, and the next thing you know I'm 
making big runs, the defenders are hav- 
ing a hard time tackling me. That's what 
it was in the LSU game last year. | was in 
the zone.” 

He said, “If ’'d had more time, | think I 
would have had that type game in the 
Outback Bowl. You can’t know that for 
sure, but when I got in late in the game I 
had some good runs. I was in that game 
early, but I didn’t get many chances to 
run it. We'd call my number, but then 
audible out of it. That's when I wish we 
could just run the play, but you can’t do 
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that.” 

He said, “I start getting mentally ready 
for a game several hours before kickoff. | 
don't think about the zone, but I feel it. 
And when I feel it, it seems like the line- 
men feel it. 

“For example, in the LSU game we had 
third and short yardage at about our 25- 
yard line. I can’t remember if it was 
Patrick Hape or Pete DiMario, but one of 
them in the huddle said, ‘Let’s get the 
touchdown.’ He didn’t say get the first 
down; he said get the touchdown.” 

Although Alexander is excited about 
Alabama’s new split back offense, in 
which two tailback types will frequently 
be in the game together, he said, “I defi- 
nitely don’t want to abandon the I. | like 
having that big fullback in front of me 
running over people. But I like the multi- 
back offense and think its going to be 
very effective. | think we're going to have 
a good offense.” 

Although Alexander has not often been 
used as a pass receiver, he said that he 
catches the ball well, which will be im- 
portant in this offense. “Dennis was used 
as a receiver a good bit, and Curtis had 
the big catch and run against Auburn. | 
had about seven receptions last year.” 
Those seven catches were good for 53 
yards. 

Another necessary attribute of backs in 
the multi-back offense will be blocking 
ability. “We've got to block for each 


other,” he said. “You can’t let your broth- 
er get killed.” He said, “Blocking is most- 
ly want to. I don’t want any back in the 
game with me to worry about whether 
I'm going to make the block and I’m not 
going to worry about them making the 
block. | know we will.” 

He said, “I think I got better at every- 
thing this spring: speed, quickness, 
strength, running, blocking, catching.” 
Just how fast is Alexander? “I usually get 
timed at about 4.5 or 4.6, but I think I’ve 
got game speed,” he said. “In a game, | 
run as fast as I have to. I’ve only been 
caught from behind one time, and that 
was on the third of three straight long 
runs in a high school game. I guess that’s 
fear. I'm afraid of being caught.” 

It was quite a catch for Alabama re- 
cruiters when Alexander selected 
Alabama over Notre Dame and Michigan 
following the 1994 season. He had been 
the Player of the Year in Kentucky and a 
Parade and USA Today All-America. He 
had 3,166 yards and 54 touchdowns 
rushing as a senior. During his career he 
amassed 6,657 yards (ninth nationally) 
and 110 touchdowns (fifth nationally), 
He was also an honor student and served 
as his class president every year from the 
ninth through 12th grades. 


lexander doesn’t lack for confi- 

dence. “I always feel if we need I 

play, I can give it,” he said. “I 
think the players and coaches know that. 
But you’ve got to remember, we've got 
other people who can do that, too. 
Michael Vaughn, Shamari Buchanan, 
Calvin Hall at wide receiver; Dennis and 
Curtis; and Freddie (Kitchens at quarter- 
back) is a soldier. I like him a lot. He's al- 
ways ready to get into battle and get the 
job done.” 

He also didn’t complain when he got 
demoted to third team midway through 
spring training. The setback didn’t have 
anything to do with football perfor- 
mance, but had everything to do with 
performing in a manner Head Coach 
Mike DuBose insists upon. Alexander 
didn’t get back from spring break on 
time. “He should have had a plan for 
something going wrong,” DuBose said. 

Alexander said, “Sometimes a coach 
has to do something like that. I think it’s 
a mental thing. He could see whether it 
would affect me. I don’t think it did. I 
couldn't worry about it. Whether I’ve got 
first team or third team on my jersey, 
when I get the ball I’ve still got to per- 
form. I owe that to my teammates.” 

Although Alexander is in a high profile 
position, he is team-oriented. “Any abili- 
ty I have to play football is God-given,” 
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he said. “What's important is every play- 
er on the team doing everything he can 
to make sure he utilizes his ability. That's 
the only way for us to win a champi- 
onship. If someone asks me what my 
goal is this year, it will be the same as 
every year: to win the championship. In 
order for that to happen, I’ve got to be 
the best | can be at my job. If everyone 
on the team has that attitude, we'll be 
tough to beat.” 

If Alexander has a personal goal, it is to 
be a team leader. Even though he is just a 
sophomore in eligibility, he works hard in 
the classroom, because he thinks that’s an 
important part of being a leader on the 
football field. “I take my hat off to athletes 
who are good students,” Alexander said. 
“If you are going to be an athlete and a 
good student at this level, you had better 
learn something about time management. 
It's easy to let something slide, and you 
just can’t do that. You've got to keep ev- 
erything balanced and just realize that for 
a few years you aren't going to have much 
free time.” 

The marketing major said that one 
good thing about The University is “the 
professors understand that athletes don’t 
have as much time as some other stu- 
dents. As long as you are working, they 
are going to help you. School is very 
good.” 

He said that he is tired after every prac- 
tice, “and I'm a back. It must just about 
kill the linemen. But we're all in much 
better shape than we've been. I’m actual- 
ly starting to gain weight. A lot of the 
players reached game weight or a little 
above it in mid-summer, which is good.” 
The 6-0 Alexander weighs about 208 as 
he heads into fall practice. He spent the 
summer in Tuscaloosa, working in the 
weight room and doing a lot of running 
and agility drills. 

He did spend a week on vacation right 
alter spring semester, and went to see his 
brother, who is on academic scholarship 
at Notre Dame. When he does have some 
free time, he admits “I love to watch tele- 
vision. That can be your downfall. Thirty 
minutes goes pretty fast when you're 
watching TV.” He said that he likes situa- 
tion comedies, movies and sports, 

From time-to-time he and his room- 
mates, linebacker Trevis Smith and wide 
receiver Shamari Buchanan, will plan to 
go to dinner and a movie. “It’s pretty ob- 
vious when three big guys who are in 
good shape are out that they could be 
athletes at The University,” he said. “If 
someone asks us if we're Alabama foot- 
ball players, it seems like someone al- 
ways says, ‘He is. That’s Shaun 
Alexander.’ And then I end up signing 
autographs while they eat.” 
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New Coaches: 


There’ve Been Some Changes Made 


by Donna Fromme 


Women’s track and field and tennis teams have new head coaches 


he summer of 1997 found several new 

[ faces strolling the hallways and 

grounds of Alabama’s athletics facili- 

ties as several staff changes have taken place 
with Crimson Tide teams. 

A somewhat surprising turn came within 
the track and field program when Alabama 
bucked the national norm of placing one head 
coach above both the men’s and women’s 
teams and, instead, split the duties with sepa- 
rate men’s and women's coaches to replace 
Doug Williamson, who resigned during the 
winter. It marks the first time The University 
has split its track and field program with sepa- 
rate coaches for the men and women. 


Sandy Fowler was selected to coach the 
women’s track and field and cross country 
teams. It’s her first time as a college head 
coach. Fowler, whose husband is a high 
school coach, was an assistant at Florida for 
the past eight years. Four of her field event 
competitors won seven All-America cita- 
tions, Florida won five women’s 


Southeastern Conference championships, 
and the Lady Gators won the 1992 national 
indoor title. Prior to coaching at Florida the 
Boston native was an assistant coach at 
Syracuse, 1985-89, where two of her athletes 
won a total of eight All-America honors. She 
also coached as a graduate assistant at James 


Madison, has experience as a head coach on 
the high school level, and was an assistant 
coach for the U.S. National Team at the 
1993 World Championships and the 1990 
Goodwill Games. 

Her expertise in field events is respected 
nationally as she has been the national coor- 
dinator of women’s shot put and discus for 
USA Track and Field since 1987. During her 
playing career, she was a member of the 
1981 and 1982 U.S. Track and Field national 
teams and was silver medalist at the 1984 
U.S. National Sports Festival in 1985. She 
competed for Northwestern University 
where she was a four-time All-America and 


Jenny Mainz (above), who had been head 
women’s coach at Iowa, has been appointed to 
the same position at Alabama. 

University of Alabama Photo 


Sandy Fowler (left) will be head coach of the 
Alabama women’s track and field and cross 
country teams as Bama has elected to divide the 
men’s and women’s teams. 

Barry Fikes Photo 
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the 1982 national champion in the shot put. 
She was graduated in 1983 from 
Northwestern and has a master’s degree 
from Syracuse. 

The men’s team position remained vacant 
as late as mid-July. Fred Harvey, an assistant 
on the combined University of Arizona men’s 
and women’s track and field team, was re- 
portedly offered the job and had accepted the 
position. However, before reporting to 
Tuscaloosa, he had a change of mind, send- 
ing Bama Athletics Director Bob Bockrath 
back into search mode. Harvey has 19 years 
of experience behind him and among the 
five Olympians he has coached is Carolina 
Panthers wide receiver Michael Bates. He has 
coached 18 individual national champions. 

It is believed that one of the candidates for 
the men’s position is David Troy, who has 
served as Alabama’s head cross country 
coach and who was an assistant coach in 
charge of distance runners under 
Williamson. Troy served as interim head 
coach of the men’s and women’s teams this 
year, 


‘omen’s tennis was another posi- 
tion to be filled this year after Jim 
Tressler resigned last December to 


take a corporate position (director of juniors 
and collegiate tennis) with NIKE at its head- 
quarters in Portland, Oregon. His assistant, 


athletics, campus issues, 


or only the cost of membership in the 

National Alumni Association, alumni 

and friends can stay abreast of Univer- 
sity happenings. Read all about University 
Association 
events and prominent alumni, and keep up 
with the accomplishments of your fellow 
_ graduates. In addition to the many other 
benefits of membership in the alumni asso- 
Salen. one seed (individual mem- 


Michelle Morton, served as Alabama's inter- 
im head coach during the spring and direct- 
ed Bama to a top 20 ranking and a berth in 
the NCAA Championships. 

Selected to succeed Tressler is Jenny 
Mainz, who had been head women’s coach 
at lowa. In two years at lowa she produced a 
16-29 record. She’s a Houston native who 
was an assistant at Florida State for three 
seasons before taking the lowa job two years 
ago. FSU advanced to the 1994 NCAA 
Championships and produced four All- 
America players during Mainz’s tenure. 

She is a 1991 graduate of the University of 
Houston, where she was nationally ranked 
in doubles and a two-time All-Southwest 
Conference doubles player and a Dean's List 
student and Academic All-America. She was 
team captain for three years. She served as 
an assistant for one year at Houston follow- 
ing her playing career. 

She has hired Jennifer Hyde as her assis- 
tant women's tennis coach. 


asketball coaching staffs, men’s and 
Beers: have under gone a consider- 

able overhaul at Alabama since the 
end of the season. 

Men's Coach David Hobbs lost three assis- 
tants following the end of the season. He re- 
leased his chief recruiter, Thad Fitzpatrick; 
his restricted earnings coach, Mike Davis, 
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landed a job on Bobby Knight's Indiana staff, 
and Administrative Assistant Mike Murphy 
left (but didn’t go too far) for a job back in 
coaching. Only Bob Marlin remains from 
last season. 

Hobbs selected former Tennessee point 
guard Tyrone Beaman (1981-84) as the new 
chief recruiter. Although strictly speaking 
Beaman was hired away from Virginia Tech, 
he had been on the job there for only a few 
weeks, from late May and through June. 
Prior to that Beaman had been with Sonny 
Smith at Virginia Commonwealth and 
Smith, the former Auburn coach, gave 
Beaman the highest recommendation to 
Hobbs. Beaman had served at VCU for five 
years. He had also coached at Tennessee, 
Monroe (New York) Community College, 
Cornell and North Carolina-Greensboro. He 
played professionally for Toronto in the 
Continental Basketball Association follow- 
ing his graduation from Tennessee. At 
Tennessee he was known as a tenacious de- 
fensive player and excellent assist man. He 
averaged 6.8 points and 1.23 steals per game 
and had 134 assists. 

Kermit Koenig fills the opening created by 
Davis’ move to Indiana. Koenig has been the 
number one assistant at Mississippi College 
in Clinton for the past eight years and was 
an assistant under Bob Boyd at Mississippi 
State prior to that. He also served a“stint as 
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head coach at Southwest Missouri Junior 
College. Koenig (pronounced KAY-nig) has 
a total of 19 years coaching experience. The 
restricted earnings coach is a position usual- 
ly filled by an inexperienced coach, so land- 
ing Koenig for this job is considered a coup. 

The Louisville, Kentucky, native played 
college basketball at the University of 
Pittsburgh at Johnstown and also earned a 
bachelor’s degree [rom Bowling Green and a 
master’s degree from Mississippi State. His 
duties include scheduling, player develop- 
ment and on-the-floor coaching. 

Hobbs completed his basketball staff with 
the hiring of Scott St. John as his administra- 
ive assistant. St. John’s duties do not include 
coaching but are key to the program. He 
runs the film exchange, acquiring the scout- 
ing films on opponents as well as Alabama's 
own game films for evaluation. He will be 
the primary liaison between the coaching 
staff and the academic support stall in addi- 
tion to other office duties. The Guntersville 
native recently received his master’s degree 
in physical education from Alabama and as 
an undergraduate served as manager of the 
basketball team under Hobbs. 


omen’s Coach Rick Moody’s stall is 
entirely new. His recruiter, Cheryl 
Littlejohn, left in April to become 


head women’s coach at Minnesota, leaving a 
vacancy now filled by a woman who has col- 
legiate head coaching experience. Moody's 
new chief recruiter, Pat Charity, was head 
coach at her alma mater, Western Michigan, 
for the past seven seasons. 


As a player at Western Michigan (1977- 
81) she was a two-time All-America honor- 
able mention and held her school’ scoring 
record (1,542 points) for more than a 
decade and the single game rebounding 
record (20) [or over 15 years. She also 
played on the United States team in the 
1977 World University Games in Bulgaria. 
Prior to becoming head coach at Western 
Michigan, Charity had coached at high 
schools in Michigan and as an assistant at 
Western Michigan and at Arizona. 

Another former collegiate head coach, 
Mike Murphy, also joined Moody's staff, 
moving over from the men’s side where he 
was an administrative assistant. Murphy’s 
jump to the women’ side was a step up for 
his career as he returns to on-the-floor 
coaching. Murphy was a member of Hobbs’ 
staff for two years where his duties included 
scheduling, film exchange, and academics. 
He will continue with some of those duties 
on the women’ side and will also have re- 
cruiling responsibilities, Prior to his stint as 
administrative assistant to Hobbs, he had 
been head men’s coach at Viterbo College, 
1992-95, and had played professionally 
overseas. He replaces Jeff Lovell, a former 
Bama men’s walk-on player who was a mem- 
ber of Moody’ staff for two years. 

Murphy, a native of Chicago, was an all- 
conference player at Cardinal Stritch 
College, where he graduated in 1984. He 
played in New Zealand and Ireland, then 
served as a graduate assistant at Alabama 
(1987-88) and assistant coach at Coastal 
Carolina (1988-92) before becoming head 


David, is not only her assistant coach, but also operates the 


coach at NAIA member Viterbo. 

The Alabama women’s staff will have one 
member juggling two professions, playing and 
coaching women’ basketball. Former Tide All- 
Southeastern Conference forward Cassandra 
Crumpton-Moorer, a developmental player 
with the WNBAS New York Liberty, will join 
Moody’ staff at the completion of the WNBA 
season in late August. She replaces Tonya Tice 
Peoples, who took the head girls basketball 
coaching job at Birmingham's Mountain Brook 
High School. Crumpton-Moorer played for 
Alabama from 1982 through 1984. The 
Orrville native was the first women's SEC 
Tournament Most Valuable Player. She has 
played basketball in Europe for a decade. Her 
duties at Alabama, in addition to on-the-floor 
coaching, will include academic monitoring. 
She was an outstanding student at Alabama. 

Changes have not been limited to the 
coaching staffs. In the Athletics Media 
Relations office, Bama has hired Murray 
State’s sports information director, Brian 
Morgan, as an assistant media relations di- 
rector. Morgan had worked with former 
Tider Mark Gottfried, who is head men’s 
basketball coach al Murray State. At 
Alabama Morgan will work primarily with 
women’s basketball. He has a background in 
women’s basketball. a sport he dealt with as 
a student assistant in Mississippi State's 
sports information office. He also served as 
an assistant women’s coach at Mississippi 
State. Becky Hopf, who has handled 
women’s basketball publicity for the past ten 
years, has moved over to direct sports infor- 
mation for men’s basketball, 


very suc- 


Not All Good Ones Got Away 


A mong several commandments not strictly adhered to by college 


athletics administrators is “Thou shalt not covet.” One measure 

of coaching success is being wanted by others. And so it was 
no surprise when Alabama's outstanding gymnastics coach, Sarah 
Patterson, received overtures from Stanford this spring. However, it 
was also no surprise that Patterson declined to actively pursue that 
opening. And it certainly was no surprise that Patterson used the situ- 
ation to improve her contract with Alabama. 

Alabama Baseball Coach Jim Wells may or may not have been ap- 
proached by another school following another outstanding Crimson 
Tide season, but the school Alabama fans fear the most coming after 
Wells doesn’t have an opening..-yet. The talk of the 1997 College 
World Series in Omaha, Nebraska, was less Skip Bertman'’s LSU Tigers 
successfully defending their national championship against Alabama 
than it was whether Bertman might retire. The choice of LSU [ans for 
Bertman's successor when he does elect to retire is Wells. Bertman has 
said he plans to retire from coaching in the next few years. 

Though Stanford could no doubt match Patterson's six-figure salary, 
a move to Stanford would be to a big pond. Last year Stanford won 
national championships in six sports, and for the most part none of 
those sports were high in attendance. At Alabama, gymnastics is one 
of only two sports that have ever won national championships, and 
the five or six home gymnastics meets rank among the most highly- 
attended women’s athletics events in the nation. Alabama gymnastics 
receives a great deal of media attention, more than any sport except 
football, and, perhaps, men’s basketball and baseball. 

Although Patterson had just completed the first year of a five-year 
agreement which had been worked out with Interim Athletics Director 
Glen Tuckett in 1996, Athletics Director Bob Bockrath renegotiated 
that pact, which resulted in a pay raise. Sarah Patterson's husband, 
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cessful David Patterson Gymnastics Academy. Unlike other Alabama 
sports camps, this is a year-round program utilizing the facilities and 
equipment of Bama’s state-of-the-art gymnastics building. 

Patterson, who has been Bama’s coach for 19 years, now has a con- 
tract through 2002, which would give her 25 years and make her eli- 
gible for retirement with full benelits (although she has said she does 
not plan to retire that that time). 

There were reports following the College World series that Wells 
was being sought by such tradition-rich baseball programs as 
Oklahoma State and Texas. However, it is LSU's coaching job that 
worries Crimson Tide followers. Wells was Bertman’s assistant at LSU 
1987-90, before Wells left to become head coach at Northwestern 
State for four years. 

Publicly, Wells has said he enjoys his job at Alabama and that a 
move to LSU would be a “lateral” one. 

Certainly Alabama has a better baseball tradition than LSU, with 
Bama having more Southeastern Conference championships, a better 
all-time record and a better all-time record in SEC games. And since 
Wells has been at Alabama, the Tide has a substantial winning record 
against LSU. Still, LSU has had the greater national success, and Wells is 
a native of Louisiana (although Shreveport, not the Baton Rouge area). 

Wells does have a wish list that he says would make his days at 
Alabama more pleasant. He wants a clubhouse and dressing room 
added to Sewell-Thomas Stadium. Currently Tide baseball players use 
a locker room in Coleman Coliseum. Wells also wants the field im- 
proved with installation of a modern drainage system. 

Those wishes haven't been granted yet. Bockrath will have a detailed 
plan for the long-term athletics physical plant. And Bockrath knows 
that Wells is worth whatever it takes to keep him. But Bockrath, un- 
like baseball fans, has to balance improvements in men’ athletics with 
facilities for women’s athletics. And Bama’s women’s solthall team, for 
instance, doesn't even have a field. —Kirk McNair 
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Another Great Year: 


—_ —s 


by John Barnes 


Despite severe losses, 
expect Bama to again 
have title-contending team 


im Wells is quickly making a name for 

himself in the world of college baseball. In 

only his third year as Alabama's head base- 

coach, he has taken the Tide to its second 
consecutive College World Series. Alabama 
reached the national championship game, los- 
ing to LSU 13-6. For his efforts, Wells was 
named Baseball America’s 1997 National 
Coach of the Year. 

Barry Sholleberger’s resignation following the 
1994 season capped what might have been 
Bama’s worst season ever. Winning just four 
Southeastern Conference games, the program 
was on the verge of collapse. Then-Athletic 
Director Hootie Ingram initially attempted to 
hire Sammy Dunn, a high school coach from 
Birmingham’s Vestavia Hills. At the last mo- 
ment, Dunn backed out, leaving the door open 
for Wells. A protege of LSU's Skip Bertman, 
Wells was finishing his fifth year at 
Northwestern State when he was offered the 
job by Ingram. 

In his first year, perhaps the most astonishing 
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Jim Wells 


of his three-year tenure, he led the Tide to a 42- 
23 record and the SEC West Division 
Tournament Championship. Bama finished 
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come three days a week 
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during football season, after 
practices in spring training, and 
Monday through Friday on re- 
cruiting beginning January 5 
through football signing day. 
You get accurate reports waiting 
for you when you reach your 
Fax machine each morning. 

This exclusive for Bama maga- 
zine subscribers is available for 
$150 and your FOOTBALL FAx 
subscription carries an uncondi- 
tional money back guarantee on 
the unused portion. 

Your "BAMA FOOTBALL FAX sub- 
scription will be for one full 
year. 

Reports have begun, so don't 
delay. Subscribe today to "BAMA 
FOOTBALL Fax. 


Baseball Prospers Under Wells 


within one win of the College World Series and 
Wells had made a very definite impression in 
Tuscaloosa and around the SEC. 

In 1996, Wells led his team to college base- 
ball’s promised land, Omaha, Nebraska. 
Although the Tide finished fifth, Wells had, in 
only his second year, accomplished what only 
two previous Tide coaches had. Bama finished 
the year with a 50-19 record and hosted its 
first-ever NCAA Regional. 

“Jim Wells made a name for himself at 
Northwestern State, but | don't think anyone 
could have predicted how quickly he would 
turn Alabama into a national contender,” said 
Baseball America Managing Editor Jim Callis. 
“In three short years, the Crimson Tide has 
won three Southeastern Conference tourna- 
ments, hosted two regionals, appeared in the 
last two College World Series as the number 
one seed, and reached this year's national 
championship game. That kind of turnaround, 
while playing in the nation’s toughest confer- 
ence, is remarkable.” 


ells’ coaching ability may get its 
biggest test in 1998. as the Tide has 
lost the nucleus of its 1997 squad to 


graduation and the draft. Starters from the 
1997 team not returning include Joe Caruso, 
Roberto Vaz, Dustan Mohr and David Tidwell. 
Vaz and Mohr both had eligibility remaining 
and could have returned. Vaz was drafted in 
the seventh round by the Oakland Athletics 
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and is now playing for the Southern Oregon 
Timber Jacks in the Northwest League, Mohr 
signed with the Cleveland Indians after being 
chosen in the ninth round. He now plays for 
the Watertown Indians in the New York-Penn 
League. 

Second baseman and team leader Joe Caruso 
also signed a pro contract alter being picked in 
the 11th round by the Kansas City Royals. He 
plays for the Spokane Indians in the Northwest 
League. 

Speedy center fielder David Tidwell was se- 
lected in the 16th round by the Cincinnati 
Reds. The Reds organization obviously thought 
highly of Tidwell’s speed, as he bypassed the 
rookie leagues and is playing for the Class A 
Charleston Alley Cats in the South Atlantic 
League, 

On a positive note, Bama’s pitching stalf will 
return largely intact, with the exception of Vaz 
and Doug Hurst. Hurlers Heath Henderson, 
Pete Fisher, Jarrod Kingrey, Manny Torres and 
Michael Daniel all return [rom 1997. 

Help is also on the way from a talented group 
of newcomers including first baseman/outlield- 
er Major Allred, rated by many as the top prep 
player in the state. Allred is one of 17 signees 
for Wells, who is obviously capitalizing on 
Bama's success by signing a very strong class. 


Fe would argue that Bama’s 1997 squad 


accomplished what no Tide team ever 

has. Although the 1983 team also fin- 
ished as the national runner-up, there was 
something special about this group. Finishing 
the season with a 56-14 record, the best in 
school history, Alabama once again finished the 
regular season as the nation’s number one team 
and the number one seed at the College World 
Series, 

Bama won its first game in Omaha, downing 
SEC rival Mississippi State 3-2. Alabama ap- 
peared to be in the drivers seat before dropping 
a 6-1 decision to Miami, the same team which 
had eliminated the Tide a year earlier. 

Forced into the loser’s bracket, Bama re- 
sponded the way a championship team should, 
winning its next three games, including two 
over Miami, to advance to the national champi- 
onship game against LSU. The Bengal Tigers, 
who had fallen to Bama two out of three games 
in regular season play and in the SEC 
Tournament, had clinched a berth in the finals 
without falling into the losers bracket, and 
thus had one less game to play in Omaha. 

In the end, LSU’ experience, depth and rest 
won out as the Tigers pounded a weary 
Alabama pitching staff en route to a 13-6 win. 

Roberto Vaz, Bama’s top left-handed pitcher 
and top hitter, sustained a fractured [oot in bat- 
ling practice during the NCAA Regional and 
was unable to participate in Omaha. 

Would a healthy Vaz have put Bama over the 
top? There is no way to know for sure, but its 
obvious that Alabama losing its best player and 
only left-handed pitcher (and just an extra 
pitcher, period) was a severe disadvantage for 
the Crimson Tide. 

Nevertheless, what this team accomplished is 
nothing short of miraculous. 

Prior to the 1997 season, fans and pundits 
were bemoaning the loss of Chris Moller, Dax 
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Norris and Brett Taft. The pitching staff was 
suspect at best. Bama responded to the chal- 
lenge by winning its first 15 games. Bama won 
eight of ten SEC series, including sweeps of 
Vanderbilt, Arkansas and Ole Miss. 

Attendance records were shattered as Bama 
hosted its second straight NCAA Regional. 
Bleachers had to be added down the left field 
line to handle the overflow crowds. 

Bama never lost, defeating Troy State, 
Wichita State, North Carolina State and 
Southern Cal to advance to Omaha. 

There were moments to remember: a 28-2 
win over LSU, the worst loss in LSU school his- 


tory; a 22-7 victory over Auburn at Plainsman 
Park; Roberto Vaz, the best player no one ever 
heard of, batting 400 with 22 homers, 73 runs 
batted in and a 4-1 record on the mound; Joe 
Caruso, the diminutive second baseman who 
seemed to play as much on heart as he did on 
talent. 

Then there is Jim Wells. The coach Hootie 
Ingram had to “settle for” has become the most 
talked-about commodity in college baseball. In 
three years, he has taken a team that was be- 
coming the doormat of the SEC, and turned it 
into one of the most feared programs in 
America. 


Rollin’ with the Tide! 


1997 Alabama Football Away-Game 
Travel Packages: 


Alabama ys. Vanderbilt 
Loews Vanderbilt Plaza hotel 
One, two or three night packages 


Alabama vs. Kentucky 
Marriott’s Griffin Gate Resort 


Two-night packages starting at $165 per person 


Alabama vs. Ole Miss 
Team Hotel - Ramada Inn in Tupelo 
Two-night packages starting at $115 per person 


For more information, 
please call Total Sports Travel toll free at 


1-888-367-8781 
amy FOL cil Sports 


ee Travel 


Taking more fans to more Southeastern Conference events 
than any other travel management company, 


Academic Update: 


Plenty To Be Pleased About 


by Donna Fromme 


Graduation rates are up, 
and athletes gain honors 


hile they were chasing victories 
and championships, Alabama ath- 
letes have also been hitting the 


books and emerging victorious. The news 
has been good collectively and individually. 

Athletics Director Bob Bockrath, as most 
modern administrators, has vowed that an 
improved graduation rate for athletes is top 
priority. However, it is now more than lip 
service. For the first time since the NCAA 
has been releasing graduation-rate data, the 
graduation rate of Alabama athletes has sur- 
passed that of The University’s overall stu- 
dent body. For those who enrolled in 1990, 
59 per cent of athletes earned their degrees 
within five years, compared to 57 per cent of 
the student body as a whole. Bockrath said 
he was pleased with the improvement, but 
added there is room for more. 

Among Southeastern Conference schools, 
Alabama and Auburn tied for third with 
both having 59 per cent of their student-ath- 
letes who enrolled in 1990 earn degrees. 
Only Vanderbilt (79 per cent) and South 
Carolina (73 per cent) were better. 

Kevin Almond, who is the athletics de- 
partment’ director of academics, noted that 
the athletes who entered in 1990 are the 
first to have access to the Center for Athletic 


Meredith Willard 
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Student Services over the course of the five- 
year careers. 

Alabama’s rates were in line with national 
rates released by the NCAA which showed 
that 58 per cent of athletes and 56 per cent 
of overall student bodies had earned degrees 
in the five-year period. 

Alabama's greatest successes and greatest 
disappointments in the area of athletes earn- 
ing degrees were about where one would ex- 
pect. Overall, the women athletes did better 
than males (70 per cent to 51 per cent). Asa 
most dramatic example of that, women’s 
basketball had 100 per cent graduation of its 
players who entered in 1990, men’s basket- 
ball zero per cent. (However, that men’s 
class, the last recruited by Wimp Sanderson, 
included only two players, both of whom 
transferred. A player who transfers must 
count negatively against a school’s gradua- 
tion rate, even if he or she earns a degree at 
another institution. It is also important to 
note that individual sports can have a rate 
that means nothing because of a small enter- 
ing class. With two signees, five years later 
the range could easily be from zero per cent 
to 100 per cent, but it would include only 
two athletes.) 

Alabama's football players enrolling in 
1990 produced 44 per cent with degrees, 
slightly below the national average. 

The NCAA keeps statistics by race and 
gender. Whites at Alabama graduated at a 60 
per cent rate, compared to 44 per cent for 
blacks. However, black females graduated at 
100 per cent, black males at only 31 per 
cent. The overall rate for black freshmen at 
The University was 52 per cent. 

Nationally, private schools (Bucknell, 
Notre Dame, Northwestern, Duke, etc.) had 


Ann-Sofie Joensson 


the highest graduation rates for athletes. 

As for the SEC, following Vandy, South 
Carolina, Alabama and Auburn were Florida 
(57 per cent), Georgia (51 per cent), 
Mississippi State and Ole Miss (both 50 per 
cent), Kentucky (48 per cent), Tennessee 
(44 per cent), Arkansas (34 per cent) and 
LSU (31 per cent). 

The NCAA will make its entire report 
available to every high school in the nation 
so prospective student-athletes and their 
parents will be able to compare data from all 
NCAA schools. 


wo Alabama athletes were recognized 
[ by the NCAA [or academic excellence. 
Swimmer Ann-Sofie Joensson and 
gymnast Meredith Willard both earned 
NCAA Postgraduate Scholarships. A schol- 
arship is for $5,000 and may be used at the 
school of the athlete’s choice at any time 
within the next five years. 

Willard adds this scholarship to her 
Southeastern Conference Postgraduate 
Scholarship awarded at the SEC Spring 
Meeting. She has been the national all- 
around champion in gymnastics and has 11 
All-America citations. Additionally, she has 
maintained a 3.94 grade point average in 
marketing. The Clemmons, North Carolina, 
native was named the SEC Scholar-Athlete 
of the Year, the SEC Gymnast of the Year, 
and the Alabama Sports Writers Association 
Amateur Athlete of the Year. 

She will complete her under graduate de- 
gree next spring. She is taking the fall 
semester off to compete for the United States 
team in the World University Games in Italy. 
(And is anyone surprised that she enrolled in 
summer school at Alabama to take Italian in 


Allan MacDonald 
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preparation for her trip?) She is the seventh 
Tide gymnast to win the award. Former NCAA 
champion Dana Dobransky, the last Tide gym- 
nast to earn the scholarship, returned to 
Alabama last fall in the MBA program. 
Joensson, a native of Eskilstuna, Sweden, is 
Alabama's record-holder in the 1650-yard 
freestyle and ranks among the top 10 in five 
events. She is a two-time All-America who 
has maintained a 3.86 grade point average in 
mathematical statistics with a minor in com- 
puter science. She is the second Bama swim- 
mer in as many years to win the scholarship. 
Amy DeVasher, a Tide All-America from 
1993-96, is using her NCAA Postgraduate 
Scholarship to pursue a degree in medicine. 


ach year the Center For Athletic 
Besse Services and the Student- 

Athlete Advisory Board has an 
Excellence in Academics awards reception. 
All of Alabama's teams are involved in a com- 
petition for the men’s and women’s teams 
with the highest grade point average. This 
year’s winners were the women’s golf team of 
Coach Betty Palmer and the men’s swimming 
and diving teams of Coach Chuck Horton. 

Golf's Allan MacDonald for the men’s team 
and Linda Sorensen and Johanna Swird for 
the women’s squad were Academic All- 
America, as was Tim Broe in cross country, 
Gymnast Kim Bonaventura was a finalist for 
the National Association of Academic 
Advisors’ Athletics Achievement Award. 

MacDonald and Willard were winners of the 
Bryant Award, given by the National Alumni 
Association to the senior athletes with the 
highest grade point average for the year. 

The athletics department also named its 
Senior Top Six winners. They were in golf 
Sward and MacDonald, in swimming and div- 
ing Joensson and Josh Luber, in baseball 
Robbie Tucker and in gymnastics Willard, 
Baseball’s Eric Goldis won the 1997 
Outstanding Senior Award, He was winner of 
the Josiah Gorgas Award as the top senior in 
engineering at The University. 

Football's Chad Goss was selected as a 
member of the SEC God Works Team. 
Eighty-six Bama athletes were honored with 
Academic All-SEC. 

Track’s Mike LeMaster is Phi Beta Kappa. 
Soccer's Cari Higgins, swimming’s Jill 
DeVasher and gymnast Merritt Booth were 
inducted into XXXI, a leadership honorary 
that selects the 31 top [female students at the 
University. DeVasher was also inducted into 
Mortar Board and Blue Key. 

Higgins and women’s basketball's Reagan 
Croyle were among 270 male and female ath- 
letes from across the nation selected by the 
NCAA to attend the first NCAA Foundation 
Leadership Conference at Walt Disney World. 

Eight Tide athletes were inducted into 
Omicron Delta Kappa, nine into Golden Key, 
15 into Phi Eta Sigma, and 10 into Alpha 
Lambda Delta. 

In all, some 55 different honoraries, univer- 
sity-wide awards and NCAA or SEC recogni- 
tion involved Alabama athletes in 1996-97. 
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TURNAROUND 


Coach Paul “Bear” Bryant’s First Year 
at the University of Alabama 


A Hard-Nosed, Down-in-the-Dirt, Toe-to-Toe, Heart- 
to-Heart account of the most successful coach in 
football history during a time when he was up 
against the wall to turn around the 
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More Than Meets The Eye 

It is something of an oddity that one of 
the biggest sports stories of the summer in 
Tuscaloosa involved an Alabama women's 
tennis player, Balli Camino, who was 
Alabama’ first women’s tennis player to be 
named All-America in singles, decided 
after this spring's NCAA Championship 
Tournament to transfer to Florida. There 
was reason to believe that Camino may 
have been illegally recruited by Florida 
while on scholarship at Alabama, although 
Bama officials are not publicly charging the 
Gators with tampering. However, for the 
first time ever, in the case of Camino 
Alabama is not giving a student-athlete 
who wishes to transfer her release. This 
means that she will not be eligible to play 
for Florida next year, although she will be 
on scholarship and will be able to practice 
with the Lady Gators. She will have two 
years of eligibility remaining when she be- 
gins playing in 1998-99. 

Camino, who is from Peru, said she want- 
ed to transfer to Florida to be closer to her 
family, which has recently moved to Fort 
Myers, Florida. However, Camino, who at- 
tended summer school at Alabama on 
scholarship before telling Tide officials of 
her decision to transfer, also said that at the 
NCAA championship tournament she was 
told by Florida players of available scholar- 
ships at Florida. Later she changed her 
story, saying she “overheard” Florida play- 
ers say there were scholarships available. 

In recent years Florida has gotten some 
high-profile transfers from Alabama, all 
given releases. They include volleyball 
player Nina Foster, who had been 
Southeastern Conference Freshman of the 
Year, and track All-America Becki Wells. 
On the other hand. Florida gave a release 
to women’s golfer Kathryn Cusick to trans- 
fer to Alabama prior to the 1996-97 season, 
and Cusick earned second team All- 
America this spring. 

Perhaps the strangest transfer Alabama 
has allowed was last year when Bama’s 
number two tennis player, Whitney Dill, 
played for Alabama during the fall season, 
then transferred to Tennessee and played 
for the Lady Vols in the spring. 

Alabama’s women’s swimming team has 
taken a hard hit from a transfer this year. 
Rania Elwani, who was All-America as 
both a freshman and sophomore and the 
school record-holder in both the 50 and 
100 free, announced she was transferring 
to SMU in Dallas. After telling Coach 
Chuck Horton of her plans, she couldn't 
understand why he elected not to coach 
her this summer to prepare her for the 
World University Games. 

lt is believed that Heidi Harriman, who 
was a freshman on Alabama's gymnastics 
team last year, is transferring to Georgia. 
However, Harriman is not the caliber ath- 
lete as Camino or Elwani, 
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Back To Birmingham 

In late July there were numerous an- 
nouncements of Alabama's 1997-98 basket- 
ball schedule. However, it was an incorrect 
schedule. The correct schedule is expected 
to be released in August. But it is true that 
Alabama will again play a game in 
Birmingham and it will again be a double- 
header with Auburn also playing. And this 
time Alabama-Birmingham will be a part of 
the mix, playing against Auburn. Alabama's 
opponent will be Tulane in the Christmas 
holidays event. 

This year the sponsor will be the 
Alabama Sports Foundation, which 
brought Olympic Soccer to Birmingham. 

Last year's event was a financial setback. 
Alabama and Auburn were expected to re- 
ceive $35,000 each and Murray State 
$30,000. (The fourth team in the tourna- 
ment, Virginia Commonwealth, was not re- 
ceiving a guarantee because it owed 
Alabama a game.) However, the Mulligan 
Foundation, a now bankrupt entity, did not 
receive enough in ticket sales to pay the 
guarantees. 


Is Elson Reconsidering? 

Alabama Men's Basketball Coach David 
Hobbs was very disappointed when a play- 
er he had helped get to junior college in 
the United States elected to sign with 
California rather than Alabama. Among the 
things Francisco Elson, the seven-foot cen- 
ter from The Netherlands who played at 
Kilgore Junior College in Texas, said he 
wanted in college was exposure. Well, he’s 
not going to get much of it at California. 
The Bears were hit with harsh NCAA 
penalties and will not be in the NCAA 
Tournament next year, and will work with 
a reduced scholarshipped squad the next 
three years. 

That doesn’t necessarily mean Elson now 
will choose to attend Alabama. As things 
stand right now, Elson is still bound by his 
scholarship to California. However, there 
are reports that Elson did not complete his 


junior college graduation requirements, 


and that he might attend junior college one 
more semester. If that is true, he would be 
able to sign with anyone in January. 


Guard Added 

Alabama men's basketball added a late 
signee in 6-2 guard Rongie Cowser of 
Litchfield. Cowser led his team to back-to- 
back appearances in the Class 3A Final 
Four. As a senior he averaged 24.8 points, 
5.8 rebounds and 4.0 assists He was 3A 
Player of the Year by the Alabama Sports 
Writers Association and was named to the 
Super Five all-state team. 

Cowser entered The University this sum- 
mer and spent time in pick-up games with 
returning Tide players. 

Bama signed seven players last year and 
all are reported to be academically eligible. 


Other Late Signees 

Signees in several sports were added this 
summer. Women’s basketball added 5-10 
wing player Becky Blesch from 
Chattanooga's Grace Academy. Although 
she is a native of Ringold, Georgia, she 
crossed the state line into Tennessee to go 
to school and was an all-state player, And 
she played for Tennessee in the Tennessee- 
Georgia all-star game. She averaged 21.9 
points, 8.2 rebounds, 3.4 assists, 3.3 steals, 
and 1.4 blocked shots per game and was a 
straight A student. 

The Alabama women’s softball team 
added Kristi Frenier, an infielder from 
Palm Beach (Florida) Community College 
and utility player Kim Rohret from Oxford. 
lowa. 


Women Lose One 

Rebecca Baragry, the back-up point guard 
on Alabama’s women’s basketball team, will 
not return for her senior season. The 
Melbourne, Australia, native cited home- 
sickness and the need to be with her family 
while her parents go through a divorce as 
her reasons for not returning for her senior 
season. She had transferred to Bama last 
year from Independence Community 
College. The back-up to Brittney Ezell av- 
eraged 3.3 points, 1.2 rebounds and 2.0 as- 
sists per game. 


Surgery For Holtzclaw 

Wing player Kidada Holtzclaw, an up- 
coming senior women’s basketball player 
from Sylacauga, had late spring surgery on 
her leg. Team Orthopedic Surgeon Les 
Fowler placed a rod in Holtzclaw’s right 
tibia in a move to repair the chronic stress 
fracture that has plagued her since her 
freshman season. 


Basketball Draft 

Eric Washington, a star wing player for 
Alabama the past three years, continued 
the Crimson Tide basketball tradition of 
Bama being represented in the National 
Basketball Association draft. Washington 
was taken in the second round by Orlando, 
then immediately traded to Denver. In 
Denver he will join former Bama teammate 
Antonio McDyess. Additionally, a new 
member of the Denver coaching staff is for- 
mer Alabama and Denver basketball star 
T.R. Dunn, who had been coaching at 
Charlotte. 

In addition to Cassandra Crumpton- 
Moorer (see Page 20), who is juggling the 
position of professional basketball player 
with the New York Liberty of the WNBA, 
Linda Burgess, a Madison native and for- 
mer Tide player, was drafted by the Los 
Angeles Sparks of the WNBA. Both 
Crumpton-Moorer and Burgess played pro- 
fessionally in Europe before joining the 
new women’s professional basketball 
league, which competes in the summer. 
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Bama has two players in the other 
women’s pro league, the American 
Basketball League with play from 
November through March. Niesa Johnson 
just finished her first season with the 
Atlanta Glory, Bama’s 1997 All-America, 
Shalonda Enis, signed to play this winter 
for the Seattle Reign. 

Additionally, former Tider Betsy Harris is 
playing in Greece. 


All-Sports Report 

Alabama has as its goal to be nationally 
competitive in all sports, and the Crimson 
Tide isn't doing badly, However, there is 
plenty of room lor improvement. 

In national all-sports competition, 
Alabama finished 18th, Stanford, which 
won six NCAA national championships 
and finished in the top 10 in 14 sports, was 
winner of the Sears Director's Cup for the 
best all-around sports program. Florida 
had the best among SEC teams, a fifth 
place finish, while LSU was 10th and 
Tennessee 17th, 


Rider To Indiana . 

Alabama's assistant football trainer for 
football, Jimmy Rider, has accepted the job 
as head football trainer at Indiana, 
Ironically, that means that both of Indiana's 
primary trainers are former Crimson Tide 
trainers. Tim Garl, who has been head train- 
er for Coach Bobby Knight's basketball team 
for many years, was a student trainer at 
Alabama under Jim Goostree and Sang Lyda. 

Alabama did not replace Rider with a 
full-time assistant, electing instead to have 
two graduate assistants, Alan Bowen and 
Chris Boyle. 


A Win And A Loss 

Alabama golf was in an impossible situa- 
tion in this year’s inaugural Palmer Cup 
matches. The Palmer Cup pits a team of 
American players against a team of players 
from Great Britain and Ireland. The first 
such match was held this summer at 
Arnold Palmer's Bay Hill Club in Orlando, 
Florida. The American team, with Alabama 
Men’s Golf Coach Dick Spybey serving as 
manager, defeated the European team, 
which included recently graduated Tide 
player Allan MacDonald. The Ryder Cup 
style event will be played at the Old Course 
at St. Andrews, Scotland, next year. The 
1999 matches will be played at The Honors 
Course in Ooltewah, Tennessee, The 
United States was a convincing winner this 
year, 19-5. 


July Golf Good 

In 1978 Alabama's football team went to 
Seattle to take on Washington. At a dinner 
the night before the game the talk turned 
to golf. One of the Washington natives 
mused, “I guess you can play golf in 
Alabama all year round?" John Forney, the 
Voice of the Crimson Tide at the time, 
replied, “All but two months: July and 
August.” 

Two of Alabama Women’s Goll Coach 
Betty Palmer's players had good fortune in 
July, although it wasn’t in Alabama. 
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Returning All-America Kathryn Cusick, 
who will be a senior this season, helped 
lead the United States to victory against 
Japan in the US-Japan Matches in Chiba, 
Japan. Cusick had rounds of 78-75-80, a 
little over the 75.3 stroke average she had 
last year for Bama. 

Incoming freshman Paula Carter of Paris, 
Tennessee, won her state's women’s ama- 
teur championship for the third consecu- 
tive year. She qualified with a 75, then won 
five match play rounds to take the tide. 


National Champion 

Mats Nilsson, a sophomore on last 
spring’s track and field team, won the indi- 
vidual national championship in javelin 
competition at this year’s NCAA 
Championship Meet in Bloomington, 
Indiana. Nilsson, a native of Ljungbyhed, 
Sweden, won with a throw of 245-9, Going 
into the meet he had a best throw of 247-0, 
which was third best in the nation, 

He has won his event the past two years 
in the SEC Meet and was runner-up in the 
NCAA Championships as a freshman. 

Nilsson has been coached the past two 
years by Field Events Coach Jeff Sparks, 


Patterson To Italy 

Meredith Willard, one of the finest 
gymnasts in college history, earned a berth 
on the United States team for this year's 
World University Games at last spring's 
NCAA Championship meet. To her delight, 
this summer it was announced that an as- 
sistant coach for the team will be Bama 
Head Coach Sarah Patterson. She will assist 
1996 United States Olympic Team Coach 
Steve Nunno at the games in Italy. 

Patterson, a three-time NCAA Coach of 
the Year, will travel with the squad to 
Catania, Sicily, for this year’s games. The 
team was to have a training camp in 
Chicago before opening ceremonies August 
19 and team competition August 22 and 
all-around competition August 24 and 
event finals August 25, 

Patterson was also an assistant coach on 
the U.5. team in 1983 in Edmonton, 
Canada, when the team included former 
Tider Penney Hauschild. 

Headliner for this year’s United States 
team is 1992 and 1996 Olympian Shannon 
Miller, the most decorated gymnast in 
United States history. 


Award Winners 

Eight publications produced by 
Alabama's Athletics Media Relations staff 
received national awards at the College 
Sports Information Directors Association of 
America’s annual convention in New 
Orleans this summer, Three of those 
awards were “Best in the Nation” citations 
and went ta Associate Media Relations 
Director Becky Hop!, who serves as publi- 
cations director. Her men’s golf press guide 
and the publication's cover (featuring Dick 
Spybey having no superstitious fear of its 
being his 13th season) were cited for being 
best in the nation. Rob Woodruff won a 
“Best in the Nation” award for Alabama's 
gymnastics press guide. 


Alabama's other awards included a 
second place for Craig Threlkeld’s soccer 
media guide, fourth for Hopf's men’s tennis 
guide, filth for Hopf's women’s basketball 
sports poster, sixth for Hopf's women’s golf 
media guide and for Jeff Nobles’ swimming 
media guide, 

Hopf also won three second place awards 
for specific articles written for Alabama 
publications. 

Crimson Tide official athletics publica- 
tions have won 36 CoSIDA awards since 
1958, 

The 1997 Football Media Guide may be 
ordered for $15 (check payable to 
University of Alabama) by writing Football 
Media Guide, Athletic Media Relations 
Office, The University of Alabama, P.O, 
Box 870391, Tuscaloosa, AL 35487. 

Orders will also be accepted for this sea- 
son's men’s basketball ($10), gymnastics 
($8) and baseball ($8) press guides. 


“Second Season" 

A new offering will soon be on the 
shelves of bookstores, and it will take the 
reader on an emotional roller coaster, Be 
prepared to have to stop and gather your- 
self as you read “The Second Season.” This 
is the book by former Alabama Head 
Coach Gene Stallings about raising his son, 
John Mark, who is afflicted with Down's 
syndrome. While the book focuses on 
Stallings’ life with John Mark, it is a frank 
account (as would be expected from 
Stallings) of his coaching career. 

On August 11, Stallings is scheduled to 
appear on NBC's “Today,” a morning news 
show, to discuss the book, 

Stallings was recently in Alabama raising 
money for RISE, the Tuscaloosa school for 
those with mental disabilities. 


Don Hutson 

One of the greatest players in the history 
of football, former Alabama All-America 
Don Hutson, died June 26 in Rancho 
Mirage, California, where he had lived in 
retirement for many years. 

Hutson was a member of virtually every 
possible Hall of Fame, including the Pro 
Football, College Football, Alabama Sports, 
Arkansas Sports and Rose Bowl halls of 
fame. He was unquestionably the greatest 
receiver in the early days of the National 
Football League, where he starred for the 
Green Bay Packers. He was selected to all- 
time NFL Teams of the past 50 years in 
1970 and then to the league's 75th anniver- 
sary team in 1994. He had played for the 
Packers from 1935-45 and still held 11 
NFL records a half century after his retire- 
ment. 

At Alabama he was part of the famous 
1934 team that went 10-0, including a 29- 
13 win over Stanford in the Rose Bowl to 
win the national championship. His coach, 
Frank Thomas, called him the greatest 
player he ever coached, His teammate and 
fellow end, Paul Bryant, a pretty good 
judge of football talent, called Hutson the 
finest player he ever saw. Hutson was 
named to the all-time college football team 
in 1969. 
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A passion for 
printing. Your way. 


EBSCO Media exists totally to serve 
our customers. In a high speed world of 
automation, electronics, and deadlines, 
we remain a company obsessed with old 
fashioned service. Your budget, your 
deadline, your quality standards, your 
satisfaction, are our obsessions. We use 
the tools and techniques of the modern 
world to accomplish these things, never 
losing sight of our primary goal, pleasing 
you. 

Achieving that goal takes two 
important ingredients: it takes an 
incredibly well designed printing plant 
and it takes an incredibly well designed 
attitude on behalf of our employees. We 
have meticulously created and designed 
one of the most streamlined, productive 
printing plants in the nation, with plenty 
of room, plenty of light, and every 
timesaving system available. 

EBSCO personnel, from sales 
consultants to shipping clerks, participate 
in company profits. Our hands-on 
management policies, team-like 
approach, and employee incentives keep 
our people motivated to work for you. 
But underneath all that, they’re just 
special. They won't rush you off the 
phone or shuttle you to someone else. 
You'll find they not only know the 
business technically, they care. 


EMA csco MEDIA 


801 Fifth Avenue South 
Birmingham, Alabama 35233 


(205) 323-1508 


Industries. 
tac. 
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AMA’S GREATEST GAMES 
1995 COLLECTION will 
include five one hour tapes recreated 
and developed by The Alabama Sports 
Network (TASN) from special archival 
footage. Packaged and sold individually 
in attractive souvenir covers, these 
tapes have never before been sold at 
retail and include several games that 
were not seen on television — all games 
that Bama fans want to see. 


BAMA'S GREATEST GAMES are host- 
ed by famed Tide sportscaster-author 
John Forney and Tom Roberts of TASN. 
The 1996 COLLECTION includes mem- 
ories that will last forever in the hearts 
of Tide fans - memories such as Bama’s 
1992 win over Miami in the Sugar Bowl 
to close out a perfect season and clinch 
Bama’s 12th National Championship. 


“BAMA’'S GREATEST GAMES 
are an excellent way to 
"support the Paul W. Bryant 
Museum and add to your 

_ Alabama football video 
library. Ask for these great 
tapes at your favorite store. 
I ie se recommend them.” 


( 2m Gene Stallings ; 


HIBBETT 


SPORTS 


“For The Real Sport” 


PAu W. BRYANT 


The games were selected on the basis 
of research by the Paul W. Bryant 
Museum with input from Alabama fans 
around the world. A portion of the pro- 
ceeds from the sales of these tapes will 
go to the museum to improve and 
enhance its vast collection of Alabama 
football memorabilia. 


Available September 1, at fine retail 
stores everywhere, the great 1996 
COLLECTION includes these games: 


WAL*MART 


ALWAYS LOW PRICES. ALWAYS, WAL-MART. 
AVAILABLE AT ALL PARTICIPATING STORES. 
® 


©Copyright 1996, Collegiate Sports Partners, Limited and The University of Alabama. 


A SPECIAL WAY TO BENEFIT AND SUPPORT THE PAUL W. BRYANT MUSEUM 


THE NEW 1996 COLLECTION 
OF BAMA’S GREATEST GAMES! 


vol. 16 1992 BAMA VS. MIAMI 
The Tide knocks off No. 1 Miami to win 
the National Championship. 


vol.17 1986 BAMA VS. NOTRE 
DAME Linebacker Cornelius Bennett 
and the Tide sack'the Irish. 


vol. 18 1994 BAMA VS. 
GEORGIA Jay Barker leads the Tide 
victory in a shootout with the Bulldogs. 


vol. 19 1989 BAMA VS. OLE 
MISS Gary Hollingsworth leads Bama’s 
comeback in a 62-27 win over the Rebels. 


vol.20 1977 BAMA VS. US.C. 
Bear Bryant's Tide upsets the number 1 
Trojans in the Los Angeles Memorial 
Coliseum. 
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RELIVE THE EXCITING MEMORIES OF 
THE CRIMSON TIDE’S GREATEST VICTORIES! 


Limited quantities from the 1994 Collection, 
Volumes 1 through 15, are available. 
To order, call toll free 1-800-353-BAMA. 


MAKE THE BiG PLAY... 
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INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


The Magazine For The Grimson Tide Football Fan. 
The Magazine For You. Month After Month BAMA Brings You The 
~ He achop Un EUINISON Tide JUNE uv Jas ui Mee 


PLease Seno Me One Year (24 Issues) 
Or ‘BAMA For Onty $35.00. 


Total amount enclosed $ for. subscriptions. Alabama residents 
add $2.00 sales tax to each order. Overseas add $10.00 each order. 


aC get the story behind the : OCPayment Enclosed Make checks payable to: up with al Alabama sports, 
story. We profile the stars O Mastercard "BOmaete August through May. Great 
and the stars-to-be, coaches, OVisa Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 gift idea, too! 


and even the stars of esl ee Make the big play to 
yesteryear as we remember 00) 50.5 0) Cnlns0)). 
Alabama tradition. And for wea SE 
the best and most accurate Da | oe nmesicns 
recruiting information, Yew Subscription__ Renew service, just call toll-free 


nothing compares. # ,_——_?t = Bee 1-800-713-2261. 


